

19th SKDUN Gichin Funakoshi World Shotokan Karate Championship and 4th SKDUN Kohai World Cup                      8th  – 9th October 2011 Halle, Germany. By Richard Benett.

[image: ]The 19th SKDUN Gichin Funakoshi World Shotokan Karate Championship and 4th SKDUN Kohai Invitational World Cup were held in Germany this year in the town of Halle on the Saale River, in what used to be East Germany. FBSKUI and Bournemouth Kanku Karate Club sent a small team of officials and competitors. Senseis Gerry Breeze and Colin Putt went in their official capacities of Technical Director and Chief Referee respectively, and Senseis Mark Hawkins and Graham Adcock as Referees. Richard Benett, Thomas Benett, and Louise Adcock went as competitors.  Louise met up with us in Halle after travelling from Hohne, where she is currently serving with the British Army.
[image: ]The Market Square - Halle
The journey to Halle was uneventful but tiring as it meant changing planes and hanging around airport lounges. The accommodation however was very good with the Kanku Refs and competitors staying at Hotel Apart, a Theatre themed hotel with amusing props round every corner, and the senior officials at Hotel Ankerhof. Food was excellent with a strong emphasis on meat!
[image: ]Hotel Apart
[image: ]Friday 7th was a busy day for all the officials, attending meetings and briefings, and for the competitors who had to register at the Brandburgehalle for all their events before the 9pm deadline. We finished the evening in a nearby oriental restaurant where our Vietnamese and German language skills were severely tested. Luckily Sensei Mark had brought his trusty German phrasebook along…
The Brandburgehalle
The next day, Saturday, saw the start of the competition. It was an early breakfast for everyone then a brisk walk to the Brandburgehalle Sports Centre.  On our arrival we met up with Sensei Graham Mercer of SKCE and his squad of 6, which boosted the England Team to 9. Louise joined them in several Team events. 
England Team 2011
Sensei Aurel Petru, President of SKDUN, then welcomed everyone and introduced all the senior officials present, including Sensei Namiki.  The Kata competition began immediately after. Because of the greater number of countries and competitors involved compared to the European Championship in April, 10 tatamis were in use. It made for constant action and was a credit to the organisation of the event. All the officials were kept busy. Slowly but surely the medals began to come in for what was one of the smaller teams at the tournament. Every member of the England Team was involved in Kata. 
Once the Kata events were over there was a break for lunch. Proceedings began again afterwards with the Kumite.  Once again, every member of the Team was involved except me, still recovering from a broken arm. Unfortunately we were less successful than in the Kata events, winning just 1 silver medal.
[image: ]It was a long and tiring day so on our return to the hotel we stayed indoors and had a very restorative dinner in the charming and intimate basement restaurant, capped off with some fine Cognac and Rum!!!
[image: ]
Sunday, the last day of the competition, was another early start, especially for Tom as I hadn’t reset the alarm and we woke up an hour earlier than needed! On arrival at the Sports Hall all the teams were issued placards and began to assemble for the official welcome from the local organisers. Our placard read “United Kingdom”, but after some hasty improvisation we were able to change it to “England”, much to the amusement of the Scots, Irish and Welsh teams.
[image: ]There was a presentation of traditional gifts of salt to the SKDUN board and officials by a group of “Halloren” (local dignitaries) in traditional costume, and a display of traditional dance by a troupe of female dancers. 


Following these ceremonies the Finals of Team events began and the competition ended with the Masters events. 
Mohammed Salih and Anas Jaboua did us proud, placing 2nd and 4th in the Men’s, but sadly Louise Adcock had to retire from the Ladies with a foot injury. However the Team had done really well winning 2 Golds, 6 Silvers, and 7 Bronzes to bring the medal haul to 15! Not bad for a team of 9.

The World Championships closed with a parting address by Sensei Petru wishing us all a safe journey home and looking forward to meeting again next year for the European Championship in Romania, and the possibility of Italy being the next country to host the 20th Word Championship in 2012. All in all it was a great Championship, with only one case of bad sportsmanship. There had been a party planned for later on but unfortunately it was cancelled at the last moment.
[image: ]We ended up later that evening having dinner and a couple of beers with Senseis Breeze, Putt, Namiki and group of senior judges and referees. The atmosphere was very convivial and the conversation interesting, mainly concerning refereeing and its complexities.
The next day we all prepared to return home on various flights out of Halle. We had really enjoyed our time in Germany and our only regret was that we didn’t have enough time to do some sightseeing. 
England Team results  -  NEXT PAGE
The Handelhaus – Birthplace of Handel
----------------------------------------------------------

England Team Results:  (Courtesy of Graham Mercer, SKCE)
SKCE:
 
Mohammed Salih ---	Gold Youth Male Kata	
Silver Masters Male Final
Bronze Seniors Mixed Team Kata
Qtr-Finals Youth Male Kumite
Qtr-Finals Male Open Kumite
 
Salem Koussa ---	Gold Children Girls Kata
Silver Children Girls Kumite
Silver Cadet Girls Team Kata
 
Antoinette Koussa ---	Silver Children Girls Kata
Silver Cadet Girls Team Kata 
Bronze Youth Female Team Kata
 
Rhiannon Hackman ---	Silver Cadet Girls Team Kata
Bronze Youth Female Team Kata
Bronze Seniors Mixed Team Kata

Hazel Jenkins ---	Bronze Youth Female Kata 
Bronze Seniors Mixed Team Kata
Bronze Youth Female Team Kata
 
Anas Jarboua ---	4th place Masters Male Final
(Lost to World Champion in Male Kumite)
FBSKUI:

Richard Benett –- 	Veterans Kata Final

Louise Adcock –- 	Youth Female Kata Semi-Final
Youth Female Kumite 2nd round 
Female Open Kumite 1st round
5-man Mixed Team Kumite Qtr-Finals

Thomas Benett –- 	Cadet Boys Kumite 1st round (disq.)
Cadet Boys Kata 1st round
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