1st SKDUN Gichin Funakoshi European Shotokan Karate Championship and 1st SKDUN Kohai European Cup               2nd – 3rd April 2011 Eger, Hungary. By Richard Benett.

At the end of training on Monday 28th March Sensei Gerry Breeze made an announcement with regard to the SKDUN European Championship taking place in Hungary over the coming weekend. He would have to go in place of Sensei Colin Putt who was recovering from an operation. The organisers where also desperate for an English representative and were willing to cover part of the costs of the trip.
I was instantly interested but by the time my son Tom and I got home I’d put the idea aside as totally impractical and unrealistic. However Tom’s good performance at Legends and my disappointment at not being able to do more because of injury caused me to change my mind. I called Sensei Breeze on Wednesday night, he arranged everything with Sensei Aurel Patru, the President of SKDUN, and it was “game on”! I went to Tom’s school the next day to explain our planned expedition and was given their whole-hearted approval to take him out of school to represent his country.
[image: ]So at 4.30am Friday morning we set off for Luton Airport for the flight to Budapest. After landing we got the bus to Terminal 2 to meet up with Sensei, and then joined other competitors on the coach to the beautiful city of Eger, a renowned thermal spa resort. On arrival we were met by the SKDUN officials who showed us round and made us feel very welcome.

[image: ]Our accommodation was at the Hotel Eger, very comfortable and just a short walk to the Kemeny Ferenc Sports Hall where the tournament was being held. We settled into our rooms then Tom and I went for dinner at McDonald’s and a stroll around town as Sensei had business to attend to with the organisers. We had an early night so that we could be at the sports hall for 8.30am the next day. It was the usual struggle getting Tom up in the morning, but we made it in time for breakfast then on to the sports hall. The place was milling with contestants and spectators, with very large contingents from Romania and Hungary.
[image: ]The Kata competitions took place first with Veterans Male 40 yrs + being the first to go. I was the first called up for Bassai Dai. I got through to the next round, last 8, and did Empi but couldn’t progress any further. The standard was very good. I also took part in the Senior Men’s Kata 21-39 yrs, doing Jion, but got no further than the first round. Tom went later in the morning in the Cadets Boys 9th-7th Kyu  14-16 yrs. He performed Heian Shodan but sadly made no further progress.

After lunch all the national teams lined up and the various local and international officials and representatives were introduced. Sensei Patru made a special tribute to Sensei Gerry Breeze explaining the history of SKDUN and Sensei Breeze’s guiding influence and huge contribution to the association as a founder, Technical Director and Board member. Sensei Breeze was presented with an award by the Head of the Hungarian Armed Forces Close Combat Group.  (Centre: R.Benett, behind:  T.Benett)


We were then treated to a fantastic drumming display by a Hungarian troupe in national costume followed by battlefield CQB by the Hungarian Armed Forces Close Combat Group.


[image: ]The Kumite competition began straight after. Again the Veterans went first. Despite my best efforts I was beaten in the semi-final and had to be content with a 3rd place Bronze medal. Tom, although displaying great fighting spirit, was less fortunate and was disqualified for excessive contact. I was tempted to take part in the Senior Men’s Kumite, but was advised to “guard against impetuous courage” by Sensei, so made my apologies to the judges and withdrew. Sensei was kept very busy throughout the day, advising and correcting whenever necessary on technical issues.
At the end of the first day we headed back to the hotel, bruised but not battered. Tom and I drowned our sorrows later that night and enjoyed a slap-up meal at, yes, you guessed it, McDonald’s again!
[image: ]The next day was more relaxed for Tom and me as we were spectators. However Sensei was still involved as Technical Director. All the Team finals took place in the morning and again the standard was very high, with most of the events won by the Romanians and Hungarians. Italy had a big team and they did well in the Katas. Georgia had a very good Men’s kumite team which won Bronze and impressed with their speed, technique and spirit. 
The event ended earlier than expected. So after all the formalities and our goodbyes to officials, competitors and new friends, we had time for lunch with Sensei in Dobo square and a little bit of sightseeing. Later, Tom and I took advantage of the hotel facilities and spent the afternoon relaxing in the pool and spa. We had dinner with Sensei later that evening at the hotel and reminisced over the last 2 days.  (Left to right: T.Benett, Sensei Patru, Sensei Breeze, R.Benett)
It had to be an early night again as we were being picked up at 4.00am to take us back to the airport. So after a bleary-eyed start we flew back to England and made our way back to Bournemouth.
All in all it was a brilliant weekend away where many lessons were learnt, new friends made and an insight gained into a beautiful and culturally rich country. And to top it all we didn’t come back empty-handed! OSS!!!
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